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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PDEV RH US UK 

SUB J : RHODESIA: GRAHAM/LOW MEETING WITH NKOMO 


1 . GRAHAM AND I SAW NKOMO THURSDAY MORNING. CHINEMANO WAS 
ALSO PRESENT. NKOMO HAD IUST COME FROM A MEETING WITH KAUNDA 
WHICH HAD BEEN DELAYED BY THE PRESENCE OF GERMAN CHANCELLOR 
SCHMIDT. AS A RESULT THE MEETING WITH NKOMO WAS SHORT. 
UNEMOTIONAL AND BUSINESSLIKE. 


2. GRAHAM REVIEWED OUR MEETINGS WITH SMITH, SITHOLE, MUZOREWA 
AND CHIRAU. HE SAID SMITH DID NOT BELIEVE THAT THE WORKING 
LEVEL MEETINGS COULD BE PRODUCTIVE AND PROPOSED INSTEAD A MEETING 
OF PRINCIPALS WHICH WOULD NOT BE PUBLICIZED UNTIL AFTER IT HAD 
OCCURRED. WE SAID THAT UK/US WOULD BE PRESENT IN A CAPACITY 
AND AT A LEVEL TO BE DETERMCNED. SMITH UNDERSTOOD THAT HE 
COULD NOT JUST STAND ON THE MARCH 3 AGREEMENT AND THAT THE 
MEETING WOULD HAVE TO GO BEYOND THAT. WHILE HE HAD NOT YET 
DISCUSSED THIS WITH HIS COLLEAGUES ON THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, 

HE BELIEVED THAT IF THE PATRIOTIC FRONT WAS PREPARED TO MOVE 
AHEAD WITH THIS IDEA HE COULD GET THEM TO COME. 


3. NKOMO RECEIVED THE SUGGESTION THOUGHTFULLY. HE COMPLAINED 
MILDLY THAT THE SALISBURY GROUP WAS NOT SERIOUS IN ITS DESIRE 
TO SEEK ACCOMMODATION. EVERY DAY 20 OR 30 WERE BEING KILLED AND 
SECRET 


SECRET 


PAGE 02 LUSAKA 02321 291623Z 


THE REGIME HAD JUST BANNED A ZAPU RALLY IN SALISBURY WHICH IT 
HAD PREVIOUSLY APPROVED. SMILINGLY, HE ASSOCIATED US WITH THE 
BLAME THOUGH HE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT AS LONG AS THE WAR CONTINUED, 
SIGNIFICANT POLITICAL CONCESSIONS WERE UNLIKELY. NKOMO SAID 
THAT HE WOULD HAVE TO PUT THE SUGGESTION TO HIS CENTRAL 
COMMITTEE AND THEN TALK TO MUGABE. WE NOTED THE NEED TO MOVE 
AHEAD RAPIDLY AND SAID WE HAD DISCUSSED THE POSSIBILITY OF 
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HOLDING THE MEETING MID- JULY IN A PLACE LIKE TULI BOTSWANA. 

WE HOPED WE COULD AVOID PROCEDURAL WRANGLES ABOUT NUMBERS, 
POSITIONS AND WHO WAS ON WHOSE DELEGATION. THE IMPORTANT THING 
WAS GETTING DOWN TO SERIOUS TALKS. 

4. WE ASKED NKOMO WHETHER HE WOULD LIKE TO DISCUSS THE MATTER 
WITH MUGABE OR WE SHOULD PROPOSE IT. HE RESPONDED IT SHOULD 
BE US BUT THAT WE SHOULD NOT PUT IT TO MUGABE AS A SUGGESTION 
FROM HIM. HE SAID HE WOULD PROBABLY NOT BE SEEING MUGABE 
UNTIL THE OAU SUMMIT IN MID- JULY. 

5. BEFORE NKOMO ARRIVED, GRAHAM AND I SPOKE AT SOME LENGTH WITH 
MADZIMBAMUTO, MUNODAWAFA AND CHINEMANO ABOUT THE INCREASING LOSS 
OF LIFE, THE POT , ARI7.FI TON WHICH THAT CREATES AND THE NEED TO 
CONTROL IT IF POSSIBLE. WE SPOKE ABOUT THE VUMBA MASSACRE AND 

THE MORE RECENT MURDER OF THE TWO GERMAN JESUITS. THEY DENY THAT 
THEY ARE RESPONSIBLE AND POINT OUT THAT IN MOST OF THESE CASES 
THE MISSIONARIES INVOLVED HAD HAD CLOSE CONTACT WITH GUERRILLAS 
IN THE PAST. INCLUDING A NUMBER OF MEETINGS WITH THEM. 

MADZIMBAMUTO MENTIONED INCREASING PROBLEM IN SALISBURY OF THE 
"SACKING' OF THEIR PEOPLE. AS THEY ARE LEAVING WORK, SOMEONE 
COMES UP BEHIND THEM, PUTS A SACK OVER THEIR HEAD AND THEY 
DISAPPEAR. THE POLICE ARE UNABLE TO SHED ANY LIGHT ON THE MATTER. 

THEY CLEARLY BELIEVE THAT THESE MASSACRES ARE THE WORK OF 
UNCONTROLLED ELEMENTS. THEY DID NOT SAY THE SELOUS SCOUTS WERE 
RESPONSIBLE, BUT I THINK THEY HONESTLY BELIEVE THAT UNCONTROLLED 
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ELEMENTS OF THE REGIME ARE AS LIKELY TO HAVE BEEN RESPONSIBLE 
AS UNDISCIPLINED GUERRILLAS. 

6. GRAHAM AND I ARE NOW CONSIDERING AT WHAT POINT WE SHOULD 
GO TO MAPUTO. OUR INCLINATION IS TO RETURN TO SALISBURY AS 
SCHEDULED TOMORROW (FRIDAY) WHERE WE OWE GAYLARD A REPLY TO 
HIS PROPOSAL. WE WOULD THEN GO ON TO MAPUTO ON MONDAY OR 
TUESDAY. 
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